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Through photography, Nicolai Howalt explores time, light, the concepts of life and becoming, materiality and 

immateriality. His approaches are alternately documentary, experimental and conceptual. His most recent 

explorations, developed according to a set of rules, have led him to capture the vital and destructive rays of 

the sun in Light Break (2015). In Endings (2011) he deals with life turned to dust again through pictures of 

human ashes. Elements (2016) showcased the transformative properties of primary elements of the periodic 

table (gold, silver, copper and iron) - by media of a photosensitive emulsion the artist transferred them on to 

sheets of different metals.  
The series Silver migrations (2018) is the materialization through images of the process by which expired 

photo paper (1962) alters. In other words, it describes the chemical evolutions caused by time and humidity. 

Here shades of soft and glowing greys and strong whites lead us into a world reminiscent of micro-organisms, 

of shapes on the verge of an inevitable subsequent migration. Only the act of developing the photosensitive 

sheet photo paper, the artist’s sole intervention, has halted the evolution. With this last series, Nicolai Howalt 

questions the role of the photographer in the context of digital era, by turning himself into mere revealer of 

images. 
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