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Through her photographs, Helene Schmitz studies how Mankind tries to become the “master and possessor 
of nature” in the words of Descartes. Far from the idyllic projections conveyed by a large part of Western 
literature, which bestows on nature an “innocent goodness”, tying it to the metaphor of Paradise lost, the 
photographer studies the violence and cruelty of the living, of the elements. She presents the power balance 
that plays out between Mankind and Nature. 
Helene Schmitz documents different endeavours of domestication, classification or interaction. A majesty 
emanates from her images, where great beauty and terrifying perspectives coexist. 
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